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Financial aid,
enrollment
numbers
soar in dour
economy

Josh Potter
Montana Kaimin

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Students pack into one of the trailers in the COT’s parking lots.

Kimball Bennion
Montana Kaimin
Teaching a class in half of a
trailer makes interruptions a little easier to deal with.
In the middle of nursing instructor Carrie Miller’s class, a
man opened the door to the trailer, marked with a sign reading
“Griz House 2,” not expecting to
see a class of 17 students taking
notes from a Powerpoint presentation on Alzheimer’s disease.
Sheepishly, the man apologized and backed away as he
quietly shut the door.

“What an interesting day it’s
been,” Miller said.
It’s been an interesting semester, truth be told, on the University of Montana’s College of
Technology campus.
Miller’s classroom is located
just outside the COT main campus in a parking lot. The trailer
she teaches in is divided widthwise down the middle to share
space with another classroom.
The trailer itself is one of six
that the COT is using, mostly to
house faculty offices, as it tries
to deal with an unprecedented

spike in student enrollment this
semester.
The number of students enrolled in the COT is now 2,105, a
22 percent increase from last fall
and the first time the count has
broken the 2,000 mark since it
became affiliated with the main
UM campus in 1994.
Meanwhile, the 41-year-old
building, originally built as a
high school, is literally overflowing.
“We’re bursting at the seams,”
said Dean Barry Good.
This trend isn’t new, said Bill

Muse, UM’s executive director
of budget, planning and analysis.
“The growth at the College of
Technology has been phenomenal over the last 10 years,” he
said.
When looking at enrollment
data, Muse’s office considers
both head counts and full-time
equivalency data. Full-time
equivalency is a metric that calculates the number of students
there would be if they were all
full time students. The FTE

See COT, page 4

ASUM unanimously withholds endorsment
of UM’s current Academic Strategic Plan
Jayme Fraser
Montana Kaimin
ASUM voted unanimously Wednesday
night to withhold an endorsement of a draft
of the University of Montana’s Academic
Strategic Plan for 2010-2015 to allow more
time to address concerns with two of its six
initiatives.
“I think they are expecting a rubber stamp
from us, and I don’t think we should give it to
them,” President Matt Fennell said. “There
are no specific plans to address their goals.”
The Academic Strategic Planning Committee, created by the Provost in 2007, drafted the plan to establish goals for UM and
outline methods to achieve them, but senators wanted more time to review and comment on elements they believed were lacking
or missing.
Senators Ashleen Williams and Miranda

Carson were particularly concerned about
vague language and unsubstantiated proposals in initiatives one and five: “Cultivate
Learning and Discovery in Undergraduate
Education” and “Embrace Diversity and
Global Engagement.”
“The goals seem excellent for the most
part, but then you read the plan and it lacks
substance as to how to achieve them,” Williams said. “There was a 2004-2005 Academic Strategic Plan that was more specific.”
At the beginning of discussion on the
plan, ASUM Vice President Emily May read
an e-mail from the ASP chair Carol Brewer
that was received shortly before the meeting.
It expressed concern that ASUM had not yet
submitted comments about the plan and encouraged them to do so before voting on a
resolution.
“I am rather surprised at this outcome,”

the e-mail read. “Our committee had hoped
ASUM would choose to make substantive
suggestions about how to improve the plan
as the body was invited to do when I met
with you all a few weeks ago. ... The ASP
committee is still accepting comments and
recommendations for how the plan could be
improved. … If, after the body has engaged
the committee with your suggestions for improvement, and you still find the plan flawed,
so be it. At least we will have actively tried
to find common ground and acceptable language.”
After reading the e-mail, May said that her
and Wililams’ understanding after speaking
with the committee previously was that “the
time for constructive criticism had expired.”
Senator Amanda Stovall agreed and
said Brewer had told the Faculty Senate’s

See ASUM, page 5

While debilitating for many people
in the workforce, the recession could be
great for the University of Montana.
When the economy tanks, enrollment
goes up, said UM Registrar Ed Johnson.
“I think, in general, there’s an inverse
relationship,” he said.
When it is harder to find work, Johnson said, people go back to school to get
the training necessary to land the competitive and high-paying jobs available to
people with degrees.
He said he did the same thing. Originally thinking he was done with academics after his tenure at Montana Tech,
Johnson went to work with Stillwater
Mining. Laid off in February of this year,
Johnson said he immediately began looking for work again in the Montana University System.
Since 2000, UM enrollment has increased by 1,494 students with 46 percent of that increase happening from last
spring into this fall.
“We tried to see whether or not this
increase was the largest in history,” Johnson said. “It wasn’t.”
Johnson said the last time UM saw an
increase of this magnitude was in 1988,
when the country was reeling from the
aftermath of a savings and loans scandal. The other time UM’s enrollment
increase was comparable to this year’s
was in 1968, when the Vietnam War was
escalating.
This time around, Johnson said,
“Folks will do one of two things: One,
find another job, or come back for retraining.”
This increase in student enrollment
would not be possible without an increase somewhere else. Federally funded
financial aid was expanded by the stimulus package the government supported to
help the country through the recession.
“This is one of the highest increases
I’ve seen in my tenure,” said Mick Hanson, UM’s financial aid director.
Hanson, who has been working at
the University’s financial aid office for
39 years, explained that the federal Pell
Grant program can be described as “gift
aid” because it is money allocated to
students using a need-based application
system.
When the government approved the
stimulus package shortly after President Obama took office, the maximum
amount of grant money students could
receive through the program increased
from $4,731 to $5,350. Because the
Pell Grants are distributed based on
a student’s need, those who are more

See ENROLLMENT, page 7
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EDITORIAL

Will Melton, News Editor
The filibuster has long
held a special spot in the
hearts and minds of Americans. Images of Jimmy
Stewart rallying against
a Works bill that would
drown a proposed campsite in “Mr. Smith Goes
to Washington” and the
Stackhouse filibuster to
increase autism funding
in “The West Wing” stoke
the popular perception of a
lone senator standing up for
what he believes in.
Unfortunately, this vi-

The
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Bring back democracy: Abolish the filibuster
sion of the filibuster doesn’t
exist anymore.
In the good old days, a
senator would have to stand
in front of the Senate and
read anything from Shakespeare to state voting codes
for upwards of 24 hours
straight to hold off the passage of legislation. This
was no easy task and was
only used in extreme circumstances.
But Senate Rule 22 allows for a “procedural”
filibuster to stand without
anybody reading Hamlet to
the Senate, thus preventing
it from moving on to other
business until the majority
has 60 votes or decides to
drop the bill. This makes it
far too easy for the minority to hold up the democratic process.

Because other legislation can’t move forward,
the majority is generally
unwilling to bring a measure up for debate that has
the potential to cause a
filibuster, as it could hold
up Senate business indefinitely.
For these reasons, it now
effectively takes 60 senators to pass any meaningful
legislation.
This is a highly un-democratic notion – democracy
is built on the idea of majority rule. A 41-man minority shouldn’t be allowed
to prevent a bill supported
by 59 from passing.
There are good reasons
for the old-fashioned kind
of filibuster. In the past, it
has been used to get more
people to the Senate floor

to vote in order to prevent bills from sneaking
through. It has also been
used to rally support for or
against legislation when the
minority believes strongly
in it. However, the old-fashioned filibuster was rarely
used because it was so difficult and time consuming.
This is the way the filibuster should be. In general, if a majority of senators
want to vote for a bill and
the president wants to sign
the bill, the bill should become law. That’s what we
call democracy.
And, most importantly,
there is an easy solution
to make the new filibuster
work like the old one.
The reason the filibuster under Senate Rule 22
works is because the ma-

jority allows it to work. If
there is the threat of a filibuster, the majority simply
will not bring a bill to the
floor. However, the majority leader in the Senate
can force a true filibuster,
wherein the filibusterer
will need to actually stand
up at the dais and talk,
thus diminishing the ease
and forcing the minority to
think hard about their decision to filibuster or not.
It is important to note
that, perhaps counter-intuitively, ending the filibuster
will promote bipartisanship. Take the health care
bill currently wending its
way through the legislature: If Republicans knew
they couldn’t prevent a
vote on the legislation, they
would have been much

more motivated to work
with Democrats to produce
a bill they could at least be
happy with.
Because of the option
of filibuster, however, they
were able to contentedly sit
back and sow discord between centrist and liberal
Democrats, betting that
one or more Dems would
therefore vote against ending a filibuster and hamper
the passage of health care
legislation.
While it would be best
for the country if the filibuster were abolished entirely, the simple step of
making it more difficult
would do wonders for political discourse and strengthen democracy in one of our
most central institutions.
william.melton@umontana.edu
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‘Dragon Ball Z’ and me

By Karen! Garcia

From 1999 to 2000, I lived and breathed
“Dragon Ball Z.” I had action figures, wall
scrolls, t-shirts, magnets, stickers. I had a
“Dragon Ball Z” tablecloth. In sixth grade,
I dressed up as Trunks for Halloween. You
probably don’t even know what that means.
Before “Dragon Ball Z,” it was “Pokemon,” I fixated on these fads with a ferocity that bordered on the fanatical. I had to
have everything related to my current mania. I was Japan’s marketing dream incarnate, especially considering I never glommed on to anything remotely unpopular; it
was always whatever everyone else liked at
the time. I was just determined to like it
more.
I mercifully outgrew this fandom at the
belated age of 12, but my stint with obsession has left me sympathetic to the leagues
of eccentrics who remain zealously dedicated to their weird hobbies.
Take the wizard rockers. This subcul-

Correction:

ture of oddballs has pioneered a musical
genre called “wizard rock,” or “wrock,”
characterized by lyrics and dress inspired
by the Harry Potter series of novels. It is
also characterized by extreme nerdiness.
Draco and the Malfoys, an indie rock
band whose songs are written primarily
from the perspective of the novel’s antagonist, belt out, “My dad is rich, and your dad
is dead!” while members of the Whomping Willows opine on the likelihood of a
Harry/Draco make-out session (if only).
Other fanatics include gamers, more
specifically those featured in the documentary “The King of Kong: A Fistful of
Quarters,” which chronicles the battle between two middle-aged men for the highly
coveted world record in “Donkey Kong”.
The two spend a mind-boggling amount
of time perfecting their game; challenger Steve Wiebe even buys the “Donkey
Kong” arcade machine and installs it in his

garage.
At one point during a home video of
Wiebe’s world record attempt, his young
son begins to whine and cry in the background. Wiebe continues to jerk the joystick while his distressed kid howls, “Don’t
play! Don’t play! No! Nooo! Stop playing
Donkey Koooong!” It’s kind of sad, but
also kind of hilarious, and epitomizes the
dedication these dudes feel toward DK.
I see these people and I am reminded
of the movie “Adaptation,” in which Meryl
Streep’s character Susan Orlean muses to
herself, “I was starting to believe the reason it matters to care passionately about
something is that it whittles the world
down to a more manageable size.”
For those two years of my adolescent
life, I was, ostensibly, a weirdo who loved
“Dragon Ball Z” way too much. But loving
that show and everything related to it made
me happy. It was satisfying, somehow, to

have that to fixate on. And now, as a generally disappointed (and disappointing)
21-year-old, I dimly miss that satisfaction.
I feel like the opposite of my DBZ-crazed
self. Once my life was defined by the presence of enthusiasm and now it is defined
by its absence.
“I suppose I do have one unembarrassed
passion,” Susan Orlean admits in the aforementioned Charlie Kaufman film. “I want
to know what it feels like to care about
something passionately.”
I feel Orlean’s plight acutely at this
point in my life. I miss “Dragon Ball Z”
because even if one has a passion for something seemingly meaningless, it’s passion
nonetheless. I don’t want to achieve the
high score in a 1980s videogame or sing
songs while donning wizard robes, but I
am envious that some person, somewhere,
so desperately does.
karen.garcia@umontana.edu

In Wednesday’s article “Former Grizzly football player sentenced,” Andrew Douglass’s name was misspelled.
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Thursday, October 22, 2009
Tobacco-free campus
won’t work
I just wanted to voice
my opinion on the proposed tobacco policy that
the University is considering implementing.
I am myself not a smoker, however, I think this a
huge assault to the liberties
of students who do smoke. Many
of my friends are also not smokers
but like me find smoking an effective method of releasing stress during times of heavy school work.
Yes, there are other methods
of stress relief but many of them,
such as meditation, are difficult to
practice while on campus or take
a considerable amount of time that
students just don’t have around
midterms or finals.
Although I am staunchly
against the implementation of
this policy, if it does go through
the University should attempt to

these areas.
People who smoke will
continue to smoke and
many will not be deterred
by the implementation of
this policy. There would an
added cost to maintain enforcement of this policy, a
cost that would ultimately
come out of the student’s
already taxed pockets. This policy
obviously implies a removal of the
ashtrays that stand at various locations around campus.
As I’ve already said people who
smoke are still going to smoke,
the amount of litter around campus would significantly increase
and with the seemingly constant
construction around campus we
already have enough aesthetic issues. In my opinion the policy has
only one benefit and many detractors, thank you for you time.
Tyler Morgan
senior, creative writing

Letters to the
Editor
provide some other form of stress
relief to students that can be accomplished within the 5 minute
break that it takes to smoke a cigarette. I understand the concerns
pertaining to student health yet,
I was under the impression that
second hand smoke is only truly
dangerous when in concentration,
such as indoor environments. As
an alternative to out right banning
smoking areas on campus could
be established and those who are
deeply troubled by the potential
ill effects of second hand smoke
would have the ability to avoid
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The Kaimin invites
letters to the editor
and guest columns.
Letters should be 300 words or fewer, and
columns should be about 700 words. Please
e-mail both to opinion@montanakaimin.com or drop
them off in Don Anderson Hall 208. Make sure to
include a phone number.

The K aimin says

Midterms will
be over soon!
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COT
From page 1
number for this semester is at
1,338, which actually decreased
by 4 percent from last fall.
As the number of actual students increases while the FTE
number decreases, it means that
more students are filling up the
campus for only a few classes,
some of which don’t offer college
credit at all.
Good said this is because of
the many roles the COT plays.
Not only is the college a two-year
school that offers associate of applied science and associate of arts
degrees, it’s also the go-to campus
for workforce development courses
and developmental courses. These
courses offer no college credit, but
are useful for increasing specialized skills or preparing students
for future college courses. Both
have become especially popular in
the face of increased layoffs.
“When Stimson Lumber shut
down, we got about 70 people into

our programs,” Good said.
A bad economy is usually good
for college enrollment, and while
the COT is glad to take the influx,
the matter of where they’ll all fit
has become a problem — although
not one that was totally unforeseen.
The Montana Board of Regents,
which oversees all of the state’s
universities, requested $30 million
in funds last year to help the COT
build a new, more spacious campus
where the University’s golf course
is located now. The request was
shot down by the state legislature,
and while Good says they’re still
requesting funds, COT students
and faculty shouldn’t expect the
trailers to go away any time soon.
“The earliest we could get a
new facility would be about five
years,” Good said.
And although the white trailers,
some of which are still on wheels,
have all the permanence of Army
tents, they seem to be the COT’s
most permanent solution to a spike
in enrollment and an ebb in funds
until some construction begins in

Thursday, October 22, 2009

earnest.
Debbie Sloan, an assistant
professor of math at the COT,
shares her office with six other
instructors in the math department. The trailer, sitting alone
outside the COT’s administrative building, has been dubbed
the “math shack.”
Keeping her coat on while
she worked at her desk, she
maintained that she likes her
corner of the shack just fine.
“This is better than my cubicle because I have a door,”
Sloan said.
Sloan’s office is one of the
two private rooms that bookGreg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin
end either side of the trailer.
Between those two rooms are Luther Kamrud and Guedem Dara work on homework at some study desks in the
five computer desks reserved library at the COT.
for other faculty members. A
“I don’t think I learn as well,” spot. As he walks around the camposter of George Clinton hung Bergman said. He said he likes pus, he points out that one science
above one desk, but most indica- being able to communicate with lab with students dissecting the
tions of personality or ownership classmates and his professor, but lungs of a sheep isn’t actually hapwere outnumbered by unpacked didn’t have a very good opportu- pening in a lab at all. In fact, withboxes scattered throughout the nity for that.
out the sheep lungs, the room was
trailer.
“You have a discussion board, just another classroom with tables
“This is considered an im- but nobody really uses it,” he said. and chairs.
provement,” Sloan said, given the “I don’t feel that I’ve gotten much
But Good is also quick to point
crowded conditions she worked in out of those classes.”
out how well the college is doing
last semester. “Space is at a preStephen Brown, who takes a without some of the usual amenimium.”
class in one of the trailers, said the ties.
COT students have had to make permanency of a building would
“Are we doing a good job? You
their own sacrifices.
also be nice.
bet we are,” Good said. “We do a
Mike Bergman, a second-year
“We’d much rather have a real good job — a real good job. But
energy technology major, said building rather than something it’s getting more and more diffihe was forced to take two of his that’s being driven away,” he said. cult.”
kimball.bennion@umontana.edu
classes online, which he said was
As its dean, the COT’s prob“a pain in the butt.”
lems are pretty easy for Good to

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Brian Larson’s Psychology of Management and Supervision class works on
group projects in a classroom in the COT. Larson, department chair of Business
Technology, has seen a double digit increase in enrollment in his department
every year for the past three years.

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Nursing student Jenna Anderson studies in a hallway before class. Aside from hallways, students can study in the library
or cafeteria area.
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ASUM
From page 1
Academic Standards and Curriculum Review Committee that
it wanted to end comments on the
draft Monday.
Williams also clarified that
the resolution was only to “withhold” — not “reject” — ASUM’s
endorsement, allowing the committee the opportunity to help rework the plan or reject it later.
Fennell called for senators to
spend more time considering the
Academic Strategic Plan and reminded them of Brewer’s presentation to the Senate Oct. 7.
“Vice President May e-mailed
you a copy of this weeks ago,”
Fennell said. “I expect all of you
to read this report and participate
in a discussion on it.”
May, Williams and Stovall,
who sit on the ASCR committee, shared the faculty’s concerns
about the draft with the senate.
“The faculty I’ve spoken with
say that there is a serious lacking of humanities and social sciences in this plan,” Williams said.
“The big question should focus

on reading, writing and thinking
critically.”
Williams said these skills are
critical to students being able to
address issues such global warming and succeed in all fields of
study.
“I think we can help them realize those shortcomings and help
them create something better,”
Senator Ray Davis said. “I do
not want a critique aimed at crippling them, but a critique aimed
at strengthening their efforts.”
ASUM also voted to search for
and appoint an ex-officio member
of the senate from UM’s College
of Technology.
“We are oversight and voice
for both campuses, and I believe
it would be a mistake to not have
someone here that is more in tune
with what’s going on over there
and what those students need,”
said Davis, a sponsor of the resolution.
Though the resolution passed
unanimously, some senators initially expressed concern that it
would unfairly favor COT students over other demographics
since COT students could have

News

run for office like any other student of UM.
“We don’t have a grad student
or law student on senate either
and I would like to see an effort
to recruit all of them if we are
going to recruit from the COT,”
Senator Ella Torti said. “If there
are open seats next semester and
not a single COT student applies
to be on senate, then we can work
on outreach.”
Senator
Andrew
Dusek,
among others, expressed concern
about de-meriting outreach.
“I don’t think we’ve gone far
enough. This isn’t about outreach,
it’s about integration,” Dusek said.
“We as ASUM should be supporting integration. How would it
look to the mountain campus and
the COT if we didn’t support efforts to reach out to them?”
Business manager Jake Armstrong also reminded senators of
their tour and discussion last week
with COT Dean Barry Good.
“When we were going through
that tour last week, he spoke
about closing the gap between our
two campuses,” Armstrong said.
“The COT should not be called

Stevensville woman killed in Missoula crash
Associated Press
Authorities say a 44-year-old
Stevensville woman has been killed
in a three-car accident in Missoula.
Montana Highway Patrol Trooper Sean Finley says Kerina A. Rose
was driving Wednesday afternoon

when she stopped for a dog that was
crossing Mullan Road. A man in
a pickup truck rear-ended her and
forced her car into the path of another pickup.
Rose, a University of Montana
student who was student teaching in the Frenchtown area, was
taken to a hospital where she was

pronounced dead. A passenger in
her car and a man in the second
pickup truck were also hospitalized.
Finley says it doesn’t appear that
alcohol played a role in the crash,
but criminal charges will probably
be filed against the driver of the
pickup that rear-ended Rose’s vehicle.

www.montanakaimin.com
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the COT. It should be called the
University of Montana. That’s
what they are. Those programs
and students are part of UM.”
Senator Mandi Summers disagreed.
“I’m not against integration,
but I disagree with business manager Armstrong that separate is
not equal,” Summers said.
Senator Corrina Chuang called
for a close to the debate and encouraged the senate to support the
resolution as an “experiment” that
could not hurt to try.
In other business, ASUM
voted unanimously to approve a
climate change resolution asking
federal legislators to pass national
climate legislation before international climate talks in December, support an aggressive cap on
carbon emissions, develop a clean
energy economy with green jobs
and phase out coal-fire power.
“The problem of climate
change is not one we can ignore,”
said Climate Action Now member
Owen Weber. “It’s estimated that
without changes, Glacier National Park could have no glaciers by
2030.”

Kaimin

Fennell congratulated Weber
on an excellent revision of the
resolution after it was sent back to
committee three weeks ago.
Environmental Studies Professor Robin Saha, who teaches
the political history of climate
change, said ASUM’s support
would reflect campus interests at
a critical time in history.
“I have not seen a time when so
much student energy has come on
campus for something like this in
my six or seven years here. I expect that the voice you have collectively here will make a tremendous difference,” Saha said. “It
was six years ago the first climate
change legislation was introduced
in the U.S. Senate and we haven’t
had any legislation since then. If
we do not have this now, it will
be many years before we have the
same opportunity.”
ASUM also voted unanimously on a resolution encouraging
UM to sign on with the Designated Suppliers Program to ensure that Griz logo clothing is not
made under “sweat shop” conditions.

jayme.fraser@umontana.edu
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Author reflects on creating story of a man who ages backwards
Mike Gerrity
Montana Kaimin
Andrew Sean Greer admits
that the idea of a man aging backwards is terrible for a book.
“It’s also a bad idea for a movie, I think,” he said.
In his lecture at the University
Theatre Wednesday night, Greer,
a University of Montana alumnus,
hinted at the glaring similarities
between his book, “The Confessions of Max Tivoli” and the F.
Scott Fitzgerald short story “The
Curious Case of Benjamin Button,” which inspired last year’s
holiday blockbuster of the same
name and starred Brad Pitt and
Cate Blanchett.
Greer’s book is currently required reading for many UM
first-year students as a part of the
University’s First-Year Reading
Experience program.
As he recounted how the novel
came together for him prior to
its publication in 2004, Greer recalled several revisions he made
over time.
“It’s not like someone tells you
whether you have a good idea or
not,” he said.
In an early version of a scene
from the novel, taking place in
San Francisco during the carnage of the 1906 earthquake, he
originally came up with a vision
of the protagonist somehow tied

“ I had a little nervous
breakdown. ”

Andrew Sean Greer, author

to a tree in the middle of the city.
After that, he would meet the love
of his life and escape, left to make
his way through San Francisco
with her while “making coffee
and helping people move things.”
Eventually, Greer developed
a version closer to the one he
would ultimately use in the book
— in which the character combs
through the destruction of the
quake and flees an oncoming fire
— until he began to segway into a
scene where “in the dark, watery
mass came the rats.”
At that point, he said, he realized he had gone too far.
“I had a little nervous breakdown,” he said.
After giving the commencement speech at his graduation
ceremony from Brown University,
Greer worked unsuccessfully as a
writer in New York while making
ends meet as a chauffer and television extra.
He later moved to Missoula
and received a master’s degree
in creative writing before moving to San Francisco. His work at

the time was published in magazines and he eventually released
a collection of short stories titled
“How It Was for Me” in 2000.
Greer recalled the day, shortly
after he sold the rights to his novel to a publisher, when he discovered that the Brad Pitt movie was
in the works.
“I went online and Googled
‘aging backwards.’ I staggered
back in horror when I saw F. Scott
Fitzgerald and Brad Pitt,” he said.
“I thought, ‘It’s over before it’s
begun.’”
He maintained that he had
never heard of the short story by
Fitzgerald before then and said
not too many other people knew
about it either, adding that the
concept of aging backwards is
not an original one. The story of
Merlin in “The Once and Future
King” by T.H. White is another
example of a character aging
backwards.
“It’s incredible vanity to think
that we have any original ideas,”
Greer said.

Barack Obama’s schools chief.
The teachers have two complaints
about education schools, he said.
“First, most of them say they
did not get the hands-on teacher
training about managing the classroom that they needed, especially
for high-needs students,” he said
in the speech to Columbia University’s Teachers College.
“And second, they say there
were not taught how to use data to
improve instruction and boost student learning,” Duncan said.
A 2006 report found that three
of five education school alumni
said their training failed to prepare
them to teach, he noted. The report
was by Arthur Levine, a former

Teachers College president.
Their large enrollment and low
overhead makes education schools
cash cows for their universities,
Duncan said. But their profits have
been diverted to smaller, more
prestigious graduate departments
such as physics and have not been
spent on research and training for
would-be teachers, he said.
The government is also to
blame, he said. Most states have
paper-and-pencil licensing exams that measure basic skills and
knowledge but not readiness for
the classroom, he said, and local
mentoring programs are lacking.
And most states and school districts don’t link the performance

michael.gerrity@umontana.edu

Kathryn Bryan/Montana Kaimin

Andrew Sean Greer speaks about his second fiction novel, “The Confessions of
Max Tivoli,” Wednesday evening in the University Theatre. Greer received a master’s degree in creative writing from the University of Montana and was the chosen author for UM’s 2009 First Year-Reading Experience.

Education chief calls for teacher preparation overhaul
Associated Press
WASHINGTON
—
The
Obama administration is calling
for an overhaul of college programs that prepare teachers, saying they are cash cows that do a
mediocre job of preparing teachers for the classroom.
Education Secretary Arne
Duncan called for “revolutionary
change” in these programs, which
prepare at least 80 percent of the
nation’s teachers.
In a speech prepared for delivery Thursday, Duncan said he has
talked to hundreds of great young
teachers while serving as Chicago
schools chief and later as President

of teachers to their education
schools to identify which programs prepare their teachers and
which don’t, he said.
“We should be studying and
copying the practices of effective
teacher preparation programs, and
encouraging the lowest-performers to shape up or shut down,” he
said.
Duncan noted the administration is using stimulus dollars
to reward states that tie student
achievement data to the education
schools where their teachers had
credentials. His department also
is helping to pay for an expansion
of teacher residency programs in
high-needs schools.

Timing is crucial, Duncan said.
A third of veteran teachers and
principals are Baby Boomers who
are poised to retire, which could
create a milllion new teaching
positions in the next four years,
according to the Department of
Education.
He noted Obama’s goal for
America to have more college
graduates than any other country
by 2020. It’s a tall order – only
three-quarters of kids graduate
from high school, and of those
who do, about half go to college.
“But to reach that goal, both
our K-12 system and our teacher
preparation programs have to get
dramatically better,” Duncan said.
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dependent on financial aid would
be more likely to receive the Pell
Grant maximum.
At UM, where the average tuition for resident students reaches
$5,256 per year, a Pell Grant could
pay for a year of tuition and then
some, Hanson said.
“This year, because of the actions of Congress, we have been
able to help cover more of the students’ costs than in the last eight
years,” he said.
Before the stimulus package
was passed, students who could
receive the Pell Grant maximum

Kaimin

had to come from a family whose
total income was $20,000 a year
or less. This year, the government
changed that maximum income
level to $30,000.
“We have never had it quite so
good,” Hanson said.
Last year, UM students utilized
a little more than $13 million in
Pell grant payments, Hanson said.
This year, he is estimating it will
be more than $18 million.
But, Hanson warned, as the
economy warms up and the job
market opens up again, students
could potentially have a hard time
finding financial aid.
“I don’t know how long this is
going to last,” Hanson said.
joshua.potter@umontana.edu

Get your daily
Kaimin fix
online at
www.montanakaimin.com

Kathryn Bryan/Montana Kaimin

Bobbi Tilton’s Introduction to 3D design class produced life-like paper mache heads that are now on display on the
staircase between the first and second floors of the UC. “They just kind of appeared one day,” is the general consensus
from The Source in the UC.
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Environmental groups
Bozeman artist memorializes
to rally in Oval today
166 student Holocaust deaths
Associated Press
BOZEMAN — There’s an
aptly eerie light emanating from
the Exit Gallery at Montana
State University these days.
The glow, produced by a single neon human figure, comes
from 166 wooden suitcases installed in the exhibition hall Oct.
17 by former MSU art faculty
member, Willem Volkersz.
Each suitcase represents a student from the Montessori school
in Holland where Volkersz started his education who perished in
the Holocaust. Volkersz painted
a name, age, date of death and
the name of the concentration
camp on the suitcases.
Volkersz, 70, built the cases
from scrap wood scavenged from
a local furniture store. But he
said the hardest part of creating
the installation was personalizing each wooden box.
Although he didn’t know any
of the students personally — he
started school in 1944 after most
of them had been sent away —
creating a memorial to each one
brought them alive for him.
“The hardest part was painting the names on,” Volkersz said
standing beside the installation
Oct. 18. “All these people began

to have personalities. As I painted the names on, tears were running down my cheeks.”
A pair of twins, apparently
sent to two different camps, was
particularly upsetting, he said.
“When you hear about 6 million people dying in the Holocaust, it sounds like a huge, intangible number,” he added. “But
when you put names to it, it becomes more real. This just happens to be personal because it’s
part of my personal history.”
He said his father was involved in the resistance. The
family home in Amsterdam had
a false floor in one room where
his father could hide during Nazi
raids. And the family housed a
woman Volkersz believed at the
time was his grandmother. His
parents didn’t disabuse him of
that belief in hopes he wouldn’t
inadvertently give her away, he
said.
Volkersz was almost 6 and living in Amsterdam when World
War II ended. In 1953, when he
was 14, his family immigrated to
Seattle.
He only started working on
the wooden boxes in February,
he said, and expected it might
take him two years or so. But
when there was a lot of interest

in it, he pushed the schedule forward.
Volkersz, who was director of
MSU’s art program for six years,
then proposed to Exit’s student
director, Stacey Ray, that the exhibit open at the MSU gallery.
The diminutive space of the
gallery — located in MSU’s Student Union Building — befits the
exhibit, Volkersz said.
“The small space is a bit claustrophobic,” he said. “So you are
confronted with (the exhibit).”
Ray, a junior art major, said
she was thrilled to be the exhibit’s first host.
“I’m very excited that we’re
the first place that got to show it
because we don’t know where it
will end up,” she said. “Also the
influence it’s going to have - the
possibility of it ending up in a
Holocaust museum or in Holland
- it’s very exciting.”
Volkersz said he has no idea
where it will go from here, but
he hopes to bring it to his native
Holland and perhaps eventually
donate it to a Holocaust museum.
“I have no idea what its life
will be,” he said.
“In Memoriam: An Installation by Willem Volkersz” is on
display through Oct. 30.

M
K

Kate Whittle
for the Montana Kaimin
Three University of Montana
environmental groups are rallying
for climate change tomorrow on
the Oval.
The rally begins at 10 a.m. and
is part of Climate Action Week
at the University. UM Climate
Action Now, the ASUM Sustainability Center, and students in the
climate change studies program
teamed up to present this week’s
events.
Lauren Hipshear is a senior in
environmental studies and the climate change program. She said
various Missoula nonprofits and
student groups will have tables to
highlight different issues, and a
few speakers will talk about climate change starting at noon. A
couple of friendly mascots will be
there as well.
“Monte will be there, and we’re
going to have a dancing polar bear
because I have a polar bear suit,”

she said.
Hipshear said she hopes the
rally will get UM administrators’
attention.
“We’re hoping to put pressure
on Dennison to understand that
climate change is an issue and we
as a university have a responsibility to act on it,” she said.
Environmental studies senior
Yaicha Bookhout said speakers
include students, professors, and
ASUM Sustainability Coordinator Erica Bloom.
“We’re trying to get as many
people from as many departments
around campus as possible,”
Bookhout said.
Bookhout said she hopes the
rally will motivate students.
“We’re hoping that people just
start understanding different aspects of climate change and move
past the science,” she said. “We
know the science and now is the
time for action.”

Associated Press
HONG KONG — The king of
kung fu cinema is set to star in a
new movie about China’s famed
shrine of martial arts, the Shaolin
Temple.
Jackie Chan will star in the $29
million production, “Shaolin,” the
latest screen portrayal of the 1,500year old temple in central China
whose famous fighting monks have
featured in films by stars such as
Bruce Lee and Jet Li, and in the
1970s TV series “Kung Fu” with
David Carradine.
Chan’s Chinese-language film
will co-star veteran Hong Kong
actor Andy Lau, actor-singer

Nicholas Tse and Chinese actress
Fan Bingbing.
The production, said to boast
1,000 real fighting monks and a
grand scene in which the temple
burns down, will start shooting later this year for release in late 2010.
It was announced in a joint statement Thursday by four Chinese
film studios: the state-run China
Film Group Corp., Emperor Motion Pictures, Huayi Brothers Media Corp. and Beijing Silver Moon
Productions Ltd.
Hong Kong filmmaker Benny
Chan, who worked with Chan on
“New Police Story” and “Rob-BHood,” will direct and Cory Yuen
will serve as action co-ordinator.
Yuen’s credits include “Lethal
Weapon 4” and “X-Men.”
“Shaolin” will be an updated
version of a 1982 movie, “The Shaolin Temple,” in which former Chinese kung fu champion Li made his
screen debut, playing a boy adopted
and trained by Shaolin monks who
seeks to avenge the death of his father.
The new project could draw
more heat for Shaolin Temple abbot Shi Yongxin, who has been accused of high living and seeking
publicity for the famed shrine in
the Songshan Mountains of central
Henan province.

kate.whittle@umontana.edu
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Drennen builds on mental strength

Tyson Alger
Montana Kaimin
The course conditions were anything but
pristine. A week’s worth of rain still soaked
the ground as 247 of the nation’s top female
cross-country runners took to the trails in
Terre Haute, Ind., for the NCAA Pre-Nationals.
Katrina Drennen, a University of Montana sophomore from Orting, Wash., battled
these conditions — which Griz senior Kim
Tritz described as “like when you step in
mud and it tries to suck your shoe off” — to
finish 63rd last Saturday.
Competing against the best racers in the
country on a muddy trail, Drennen said she
used her mental preparation to place a time
of 21:43 on the six-kilometer course.
“The biggest part of the race for me was
not just the physical training and preparation, but all the mental training we’ve done,”
Drennen said. “Those two combined perfect
for me. The race was a mental success. I felt
positive. I gave myself the opportunity to do
well.”
The mental aspect of running is

something that Drennen has used to her advantage since she began running. Being the
daughter of a former Grizzly runner, Scott
Drennen, she quickly took up the sport and
learned how to prepare and focus at an early
age.
“My dad is the one that really got me into
the sports to begin with,” Drennen said. “He
is the most positive guy I know. I just try to
assimilate that.”
Seeing the successes her dad had in racing with mental focus, which Drennen said
is “ninety percent of running,” Drennen said
she has worked hard at this other aspect of
the sport.
“I’ve always been a strong believer in
mental strength. We’ve worked throughout
the years on my mental preparation,” she
said.
Scott Drennen said Katrina has trained
with him since she began running. Their
training involves hard workouts mixed with
a positive atmosphere.
“For us, it’s like best friends running together,” Scott said. “Through
all the peaks and valleys we’ve had one

constant, and that’s her training.”
Scott said he and his daughter have several different workouts that they do back
at home, such as the “champion workout”
and the “million-dollar workout.” The latter workout consists of a run up a newly
installed million-dollar road that winds up
a very steep-grade hill.
“Each workout has different meanings
and memories,” Scott said.
Katrina said her workouts
with her father have helped
improve her focus for races.
Scott stressed that
overcoming
weaknesses and focusing
on positives is the
key to Katrina’s
success.
“Even if you
have a poor
race, you can
always
find
something you
did well,” he said. “ F r o m
a very young
age,
we’ve
tried to focus on what
she has done
well. A lot of
people have
shortcomings,
but a lot of
people
have
trouble seeing
the
positives
with those. If
you’re able to do
that, you can continue to build.”
Montana
head
cross-county
coach
Courtney
Babcock
said staying positive and
keeping mentally focused
are things that she has
been stressing to her runners, and things that Katrina Drennen excels at.
“I’ve been trying to
push the mental aspect
on them all year,” Babcock said. “Katrina is really good at translating
that from practice to the
races. That’s the difference between
great
racers
is the mental
part. Katrina
can be competitive
and
confident on the
biggest stages when
she steps on the line on
any given day.”
Drennen hopes to
parlay this aspect of her
running to her potential
career as an elementary
school teacher. With an
8-year-old sister, Drennen said she enjoys being
able to teach things to her
and would like to make a
career out of it.
“I’ve always had a
desire to teach people
around me things that I
know,” she said.
“With my sister, I see
how she loves to learn
from her teachers. I want
to be that for some other
student.”

Greg Lindstrom/Montana Kaimin

Katrina Drennen races up a hill on the University Golf Course during the Grizzlies’ home meet on Oct. 3. Drennen and the
rest of the Montana cross-country team will be racing at the Big Sky Conference Championships in Greeley, Colo., on Oct. 31.

Tam my
Drennen, Katrina’s mother,
said the discipline and focus
in her daughter’s life will
mix well in
the classroom.
“ S h e ’ l l
be
great,”
Tammy
said, citing how Katrina
has interacted with her younger sister. “Katrina is 12 and a
half years older than Madelyn;
for 12 and a half years, Katrina
was an only child. Katrina has
played a huge role in her life.”
Tammy said Katrina’s strong
mental aspect has aided her in succeeding on the course and off it.
“She doesn’t get stressed out,”
Tammy said. “She takes care of herself.
Mentally she does a lot relaxation. Taking
care of herself makes her a better athlete.
The confidence from her running has given
her confidence in the person that she is.”
As for Katrina Drennen, who overcame
the sloppy elements in Indiana to place in
the top third of the national race, she uses
that same positive mental attitude to focus
for each race of the season.
“I always look to improve upon what I’ve
done before,” Drennen said. “What time I
got, what place I got are in the back of my
head. My true goal is to perform the best I
can for that day.”
With this attitude, which Drennen said
she tries to spread to other aspects of her
life, Drennen is setting herself up to be positive and productive in the future.
“I’m allowing myself to have a successful life,” she said.
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
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Bobcats hold heads high during 44-match losing streak
Troy Warzocha
Montana Kaimin
In the 1993 film “Groundhog Day,” Bill Murray lives the
same day over again and again
until he gets it right. Since 2006,
Montana State’s volleyball team
seems to be stuck in its own version of “Groundhog Day.” The
Bobcats lace up their shoes,
put on their jerseys, head out to
the court and lose a conference
match.
MSU’s current run of futility
is now at an astonishing 44 conference losses in a row. In fact,
their last conference win was
Oct. 26, 2006 against Northern
Arizona.
While second-year coach Sara
Schaub has yet to win a Big Sky
match with the Bobcats, her attitude continues to be positive
through all the trials and tribulations.
“Well, I think we’ve been getting better each match,” Schaub
said. “We have to make sure
we’re able to take care of the ball
on each possession.”
It’s not like the Bobcats are
getting blown out in every match.
In three consecutive matches
against Weber State, Idaho State
and Northern Colorado, they

took each team to the five set
limit, only to see the victory slip
away.
Senior middle blocker Kyla
Hendry has been around long
enough to remember what a conference win feels like and knows
that the team is close to getting
the monkey off their backs. It’s
only a matter of time before the
team works hard enough to get
that victory, Hendry said. While
outsiders may assume the team
is disheartened by such a streak,
Hendry said their attitude is
overwhelmingly positive.
“I think with our team this
year, we don’t really get discouraged,” Hendry said. The players help each other and rely on
each other for support in times of
hardship, she said.
The people in Bozeman have
been very supportive of the team
as well, Schaub said.
“The community support in
Bozeman is awesome,” she said.
“The true love for Bobcat athletics and student athletes is amazing.”
Schaub went on to say that
while wins are nice, the community is also just as happy that its
students succeed in class and use
their skills to be positive influ-

ences in the community.
The Bobcats are hoping their
fans will bring some community
to Missoula on Friday, where the
red-hot Grizzlies will greet them
riding a four-match winning
streak. It goes without saying
that breaking the streak against
the Griz would be extra special,
but the Bobcats would be happy
just beating anyone at this point.
Hendry doesn’t want to see
her teammates get too excited
or tense because they’re playing
against the Griz.
“I think the one big thing we
have to remember is that it’s just
another conference match,” she
said.
“Wherever we get this first
win at, it’s going to be awesome,”
Hendry said. “I don’t think it
matters who it’s against, but it’s
always nice to do it against the
Griz.”
Schaub, a relative newcomer
to the rivalry between Montana
and Montana State, understands
the significance of the match for
her girls.
“I do think it puts more importance on that match because
it’s an in-state rivalry,” Schaub
said.
The Bobcats will be ready
for a large, “amped up” crowd at
Dahlberg Arena, Schaub said.
“We’re looking for a win and
want one badly,” she said.
If Bill Murray can somehow
get everything right and make

Photo courtesy Montana State Athletics

Montana State’s Kyla Hendry spikes a ball in a match against the Griz earlier this
year. The Bobcats currently sit at 0-8 (2-15) overall.

it through “Groundhog Day,”
surely the Bobcats can pull it together long enough to win a con-

ference match. At least, it ends
that way in the movies.
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
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Griz basketball prepares to put up fight
Matt McLeod
Montana Kaimin
With the Griz basketball team set
to open its schedule at home against
Lewis and Clark State Nov. 6, coach
Wayne Tinkle is counting on a trio
of seniors to lead his talented team
back into the thick of the Big Sky
Conference title hunt.
Preseason All-American point
guard Anthony Johnson, forward
Jack McGillis and shooting guard
Ryan Staudacher will need to play
major roles if Montana is to match
last season’s 11-5 league record and
challenge favorites Weber State and
Portland State for Big Sky supremacy.
The big three are looking to pick
up where a trio of last season’s seniors left off.
Gone are two starters — forwards Jordan Hasquet and Kyle
Sharp — along with guard Ceylon
Elgin-Taylor.
Hasquet was the team’s secondleading scorer, while Sharp and
Elgin-Taylor helped contribute to a
defense that was the league’s stingiest last year.
But it was a sputtering offense
that let last season’s squad down.
Tinkle said struggling to put points
on the board isn’t a headache he’s as
worried about this time around.
“I think we’re more dangerous
this year,” Tinkle said. “Anthony
was phenomenal for us as the year
went on last season, but the problem was he wasn’t getting any help.

Now we’ve got more weapons surrounding him and that’s only going to make us more balanced and
more capable of putting points on
the board.”
But the question remains whether Johnson, who will undoubtedly have a target on his back after
scorching opponents for over 21
points a game in conference last
season, will be able to produce as
easily with opponents keying in on
him more than ever.
If he’s sweating the extra attention, he’s not letting on.
“I know I’ll be a marked man,
but I don’t see how teams can afford
to put extra guys on me,” Johnson
said. “This is an exciting basketball
team. We’ve got new guys coming
in that are going to contribute and
we’ve got returning guys that have
gotten bigger, stronger, smarter.”
This includes 6-foot-11 junior
center Brian Qvale and 7-foot
sophomore forward Derek Selvig,
who’ll anchor the team down low,
along with sophomore guard Shawn
Stockton, who should see time in
the backcourt.
And Tinkle’s weapons also include some new guns.
In the mix will be two freshman:
Will Cherry, an explosive guard
who led Oakland’s McClymonds
High to California’s Division I high
school championship last year, and
Eric Hutchinson, a rangy, polished
forward from Longview, Wash.
But the x-factor could be transfer

Raason Young, a talented forward
from Maryland’s Hagerstown Community College.
The Griz excelled on defense
last year, but down the stretch, you
couldn’t say the same about their
defensive rebounding. That’s where
Young should help, by adding some
much-needed athleticism to a team
long on finesse.
Young said he’s ready to do just
that.
“Right now, my job is to get all
kinds of rebounds and work hard
defensively,” Young said. “I’m an
athlete and that’s what I’m here to
do.”
If the pieces fall into place, the
Griz have a fighting chance at winning the league.
Montana finished second in the
preseason coaches’ poll behind Weber State and third in the media poll,
behind Weber and Portland State.
Tinkle said his team’s daunting
non-conference schedule, which
pits them against the likes of Oregon, Washington and Boise State,
is designed to toughen them up for
what could be a three-horse race.
“We’re not hell-bent on winning
20 games,” Tinkle said. “We want
the tough competition even if it
means dropping a few early so that
when conference rolls around, we’re
well prepared.”
The Griz start their Big Sky
Taka Osuga/Montana Kaimin
campaign at home against Northern UM senior guard Anthony Johnson drives past Northern Colorado in a game
last year. Montana tied for second place in the Big Sky State Conference last
Arizona Dec. 4.
matthew.mcleod@umontana.edu

year and went 17-12 overall.
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Mass. man accused of plot to kill shoppers, troops

Associated Press

BOSTON — Tarek Mehanna
grew up in Boston’s upscale suburbs, earned a doctorate in pharmacology, taught religion and
math at a Muslim middle school
and was considered a typical
American kid by those who knew
him.
Yet Mehanna, who had Egyptian and U.S. citizenship, told
a friend he felt out of place in
America, according to documents
filed in court. And prosecutors say
he used his hostility toward this
country in a plot to kill U.S. troops
in Iraq, assassinate top politicians
and shoot down shoppers in U.S.
malls.
Mehanna, 27, was arrested early
Wednesday at his parents’ home in
Sudbury, an affluent town around
20 miles west of Boston. He was
charged with conspiring with two
others — Ahmad Abousamra, an
American now in Syria, and an
unidentified man who is cooperating with authorities — to support
terrorism.
Ultimately, the trio never came
close to pulling off an attack. Authorities say they never got the
terrorist training they sought. The
men told friends they were turned
down because of their nationality,
ethnicity or inexperience, or that

the people they’d hoped would get
them into such camps were either
in jail or on a religious pilgrimage.
They abandoned the mall attack plans after their weapons
contact said he could find only
handguns, not automatic weapons,
authorities said.
Mehanna’s
friends
were
shocked to see him depicted him
as a would-be terrorist.
“He’s not going to go crazy in
a mall. There’s no way he would
do something like that,” said Rola
Yaghmour, 20, of Shrewsbury. “I
read it and I was laughing, and I
was like, ‘They have to be kidding.’ Because there’s no way he
would do something like that. It
makes no sense.”
Dr. Abdul Cader Asmal, a family friend who was president of
the Islamic Center of Boston in
Wayland when Mehanna was a
middle school student attending
weekly religious education classes, remembered him because they
shared an interest in Superman.
He said Mehanna would bring
comics to show in class.
“He looked like a fun-loving,
ordinary, typical American kid,”
said Asmal, an internist at Massachusetts General Hospital.
“Certainly there was no hint at all
that there was anything at all that
would go awry in his behavior at

that point.”
Mehanna, who has taught math
and religion at Alhuda Academy in
Worcester, made a defiant appearance in federal court Wednesday.
He refused at first to stand when
the charge of conspiring to support
terrorism was read against him but
finally stood — tossing his chair
loudly to the floor — after his father urged him to do so.
“This really, really is a show,”
said his father, Ahmed Mehanna,
a professor at the Massachusetts
College of Pharmacy, where his
son earned a doctorate in 2008.
When asked if he believed the
charges after his son was led away
in handcuffs, he said, “No, definitely not.”
According to authorities, a
friend of Mehanna’s who is cooperating with the investigation but
is not accused of participating in
the alleged plot said Mehanna told
him it was “unfathomable” that the
United States has military bases in
the “heart of the Muslim world”
and that the “land of Mohammad
... is being used as a military base
to attack Muslims.”
Mehanna also told the friend
that in the United States he feels
“like a fish out of water,” according to an affidavit filed in court.
Prosecutors say Mehanna and
his friends used code words such

as “peanut butter and jelly” for
fighting in Somalia and “culinary
school” for terrorist camps, and
talked extensively of their desire
to “die on the battlefield.”
He was allegedly part of a conspiracy between 2001 and 2008
that intended to “kill, kidnap,
maim or injure” soldiers and two
politicians who were members of
the executive branch but are no
longer in office. Authorities refused to identify the politicians,
who they said were never in danger.
Acting U.S. Attorney Michael
Loucks said the men justified the
planned attacks on malls because
U.S. civilians pay taxes to support
the government and are “nonbelievers,” Loucks said. He refused
to identify the targeted malls.
“I’m confident that the American people will put aside their
fears and instead rely on the fairness guaranteed by our Constitution,” said Mehanna’s attorney,
J.W. Carney Jr. “Mr. Mehanna is
entitled to that.”
Mehanna first was arrested in
November and charged with lying to the FBI in December 2006
when asked the whereabouts of
Daniel Maldonado, who is now
serving a 10-year prison sentence
for training with al-Qaida to overthrow the Somali government.

Authorities said Wednesday
that Mehanna and the other alleged conspirators had contacted
Maldonado about getting automatic weapons for their planned mall
attacks, but he told them he could
only get handguns.
Court documents filed by the
government say that in 2002,
Abousamra became frustrated
after repeatedly being rejected to
join terror groups in Pakistan —
first Lashkar e Tayyiba, then the
Taliban.
“Because Abousamra was an
Arab (not Pakistani) the LeT camp
would not accept him, and because of Abousamra’s lack of experience, the Taliban camp would
not accept him,” Williams wrote
in the affidavit.
Mehanna and Abousamra traveled to Yemen in 2004 in an attempt to join a terrorist training
camp, according to court documents.
Mehanna allegedly told a
friend, the third conspirator who
is now cooperating with authorities, that their trip was a failure
because they were unable to reach
people affiliated with the camps.
Abousamra said a terror group
rejected him when he sought training in Iraq because he was American, according to authorities.

Gang crackdown, lurid mob trials transfix China
Associated Press
BEIJING — After she refused a corrupt
cop’s demand that she turn her teahouse
into an illegal casino, three thugs beat Chen
Yanling with electric batons, sending her to
the hospital for nearly a month.
Chen is now getting some vicarious revenge, joining the throngs outside a courthouse where modern-day China’s biggest,
most lurid mob trials are under way.
The trials are exposing sordid, deep-seated connections between organized crime
and corrupt officials and police in the central mega-city of Chongqing, once known
as Chungking. Among the suspects: the
46-year-old sister-in-law of the city’s deputy
police chief, who is accused of running 20
illegal gambling halls, all protected by the
police.
Labeled the godmother of the Chongqing
underworld, Xie Caiping’s profanity-laced
testimony drew a rebuke from the judge last
week, but delighted the public, which reveled in tales in the local media that she kept
16 lovers.
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility for
advertisements which are placed in the
Kiosk. We urge all readers to use their
best judgement and investigate fully any
offers of employment, investment or related topics before paying out any money.
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 mins. from
Missoula. $44-$66/night. Rock Creek
Cabins. Call 251-6611.
Furnished rooms for rent in Missoula
everything included-even housekeeper
$310/mo and up call now 866-728-2664.
www.ValueAddedRentals.com
HALLOWEEN COSTUMES
Rent, Buy, 1000’s of choices. Gloves, GoGo Boots. Carlo’s 543-6350.
Elvis, Marilyn, astronauts, convicts,
pirates, Go Go’s, Oktoberfest, cowboys.
Carlo’s 543-6350.
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Such salacious details and more — the
lowly paid deputy police chief acquired a
$4.4 million villa with his ill-gotten gains
— have been given unusually riveting coverage by the state media, which normally
shrinks from revelations of corruption that
touch the ruling Communist Party.
On Wednesday, six gang members were
sentenced to death for crimes including murder and blackmail, the first among hundreds
expected to go on trial. Twenty-five others
accused of belonging to “mafia-style” organizations were given sentences ranging
from one to 18 years in prison.
The proceedings at the city’s No. 5 Intermediate People’s Court have drawn hundreds each day, among them victims like
teahouse owner Chen, who was attacked
three years ago and came to watch as handcuffed suspects wearing bright orange vests
were escorted to trial.
“Although my case hasn’t been solved
yet, I already feel better. Many people who
know my situation told me ‘Chen Yanling,
the day you’ve waited so long for has finally

come. You’re finally liberated,’” Chen said.
Chongqing’s crackdown, which began
last summer, has been surprisingly extensive, netting more than 1,544 suspects —
gangsters, prominent businessmen and 14
high-ranking officials. The latter include
the second-in-command at the police criminal investigation division and the deputy director of the Higher People’s Court, as well
as a local legislator and the deputy director
of the city’s coal safety bureau.
Intended to display the Chinese leadership’s renewed resolve to stamp out corruption, the Chongqing campaign has instead
highlighted how entrenched criminal gangs
have become throughout China.
“Local governments have essentially lost
control over organized crime,” said Ming
Xia, a professor at The City University of
New York who studies China’s criminal
underworld. He said an internal report by
the national police ministry estimated that
China had 2 million to 3 million people
involved in organized crime in 2004 and
4,200 “mafia-style syndicates.” He believes
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the number of participants may be as high
as 4 million.
In central Henan province, gangs run
beer-supply networks. In southwestern
Chengdu, they steal medicine and resell
it. In northern Hebei province, nearly 100
gangsters put on trial last month were involved in businesses ranging from entertainment to seafood wholesaling and parking; 10 were sentenced to death.
The pervasiveness marks a remarkable
resurgence for gangs, which were almost
completely eradicated in the first decades of
Communist rule.
“Triad” gangs, which started as secret
societies trying to unseat the last imperial
dynasty but moved into criminal activities,
flourished in pre-communist China. Nationalist leader Chiang Kai-shek formed a close
alliance with triads in Shanghai, and many
fled with him when the communists seized
power in 1949. Others migrated to Hong
Kong to escape a communist crackdown on
the opium trade, prostitution and gang activity.

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.15 per 5-word line/day

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.

Off Campus
$1.25 per 5-word line/day

Lost and found ads may be placed in
the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.

1000’s of costumes, wigs, hats, makeup,
fishnets, more! Carlo’s 543-6350.
Carlo’s One Night Stand. New location.
109 South 3rd. Open 11:00 - 8:00 pm
Everyday! 543-6350.
Wigs, wigs, wigs, eyelashes, mustaches,
makeup, tights, more! Carlo’s 543-6350.
HELP WANTED
Models wanted, all ages/races. 626-4269
or hellgatemodeling@hotmail.com
Salvation Army hiring red kettle bell
ringers. WK Nov. 20th -Dec. 26th $7.25 an
hour. Apply Nov. 2nd - Nov. 6th. 339 West
Broadway, Missoula. Bring photo ID &
social security card.

Survey takers needed. Make 5-$25 per
survey. Go to www.GetPaidToThink.com
PERSONALS
Can’t concentrate? The TM technique
improves focus. www.tm.org - Paula
207-7496
Has your “social” smoking become more
than just social? Curry can help. 243-2809
CHC Rm 112
Counseling and Psychological Services.
Personal counseling appointments
available. Please call 243-4711
Tobacco Free UM… What? There are
almost 500 tobacco and smoke free
campuses in the US.

SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Student
discount! Computer Central 136 E.
Broadway 542-6540
Computer Problems? Free Diagnosis! Free
Diagnosis! Close to campus. First Call
Computer Solutions. 721-4592
DUI Defense Associates. Don’t Plead
Guilty. Call 721-3726
Kung Fu! Self defense for women and
men. Classes held Monday and Thursday
from 7:30 to 9:30. $50/month. Beginning
classes start Monday 11/2. Call Jason @
543-2623, or Guy @ 240-4545 for more
info.

Purple Haze hookah lounge Tuesday and
Wednesday, all flavors half off. 1803
Brooks Missoula, MT 59801
MISCELLANEOUS
Have an idea to make UM greener? Send it
to advocatesforideas@gmail.com
Make-A-Wish “Dance For Wishes”.
Friday, Oct. 23rd. Elks Club. 7-11pm. Tom
Catmull & the Clerics. Affordable Silent
Auction. Tickets $20 at the door. Help
us grant Wishes to FIVE Missoula kids!
Call 721-0430
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Rachel Gundlach
Tes Schaefer
Pam Jarnagin & Kara Naftz
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